
SmarterBalanced Assessment Analysis 
 
1. Significantly long portions of text in item questions requiring well-developed short-term 

memory in order to effectively weed through 
 
Read the conclusion and the directions that follow.   
The fashion industry has started to become more sustainable. 
 
Click on the sentence that best supports this conclusion. 
 
Sustainability, however, does not just mean being good to the environment; it also means being 
fair to fellow human beings. Clothing is often made in ways that are hazardous to workers who 
are underpaid and mistreated. One of the goals of the eco-fashion movement is to make sure that 
the farmers who grow the raw materials and the workers who manufacture the clothing are able 
to work in safe and fair workplaces.   
 
Eco-fashion’s rise in popularity has even caught the attention of some top fashion designers who 
are beginning to add organic silks and recycled-plastic fabrics in their clothing. Overall, 
however, the fashion industry has been slow to pick up on this trend. While the big design 
houses have hesitated, many smaller clothing makers have moved quickly to fill the demand, 
producing clothes in a sustainable way and marketing their eco-friendliness to consumers. If 
successful, these smaller brands are sure to get the attention of larger brands and others looking 
to profit from the movement.   
 
Given this rush to capitalize on eco-fashion’s newfound popularity, consumers who seek true 
sustainability in the products they buy would do well to remember the old Latin phrase caveat 
emptor: let the buyer beware. Shoppers everywhere are now bombarded with advertising and 
packaging that touts the “organic,” “fair trade,” or “green” qualities of a product. While some of 
these terms are defined by regulations (for example, organic crops are certified by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration), others are open to interpretation: what really makes a product 
“green”? Consumers who wish to purchase truly sustainable products should examine the labels 
closely—and perhaps even do some research on the manufacturers—to make sure the products 
are actually as eco-friendly as they say they are. 
 
2.  No context provided for vocabulary 
 
Context clue – Information such as a definition, synonym, antonym, example, or restatement 
that appears near a word or phrase and offers direct or indirect suggestions about its meaning. 
 
SmarterBalance Item Question 

Shoppers everywhere are now bombarded with advertising and packaging that touts the 
“organic,” “fair trade,” or “green” qualities of a product. 
 
Synonym – glorifies 

Antonym – understates 
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Definition – to promote or praise positively and energetically 
Example (keywords in italic) – Shoppers everywhere are now bombarded with advertising and 
packaging that touts the positive benefits of “organic,” “fair trade,” or “green” qualities of a 
product 

Restatement – Shoppers everywhere are now bombarded with advertising and packaging that 
touts, or energetically praises, the “organic,” “fair trade,” or “green” qualities of a product. 
 
RESEACH 
Context clues come in various forms. They may be  

• a definition of the word embedded in the text 
The factory supervisor demanded an inspection, which is a careful and critical examination 
of all of the meats processed each day. 

• a synonym or antonym in a word, phrase, sentence, or paragraph around the word 
The boxes weren't exactly heavy, just cumbersome, unlike the easy-to-carry bags with 
handles. (Here cumbersome can be figured out from its antonym, easy-to-carry.) 

• an example that helps define the word 
The builder decided that the house could be built on a number of sites, for example, along a 
wooded path, near the ocean, or atop a mountain. 

• a restatement of the word or idea 
Gary Paulsen writes books that appeal, or are of particular interest, to young adult readers. 

(Content-Area Reading Strategies for Language Arts, Walch Education, 2002) 
 
Limitations  

"All in all, the descriptive research on learning from context shows that context can produce 
learning of word meanings and that although the probability of learning a word from a 
single occurrence is low, the probability of learning a word from context increases 
substantially with additional occurrences of the word. That is how we typically learn from 
context. We learn a little from the first encounter with a word and then more and more about a 
word's meaning as we meet it in new and different contexts." (Michael F. Graves, The 
Vocabulary Book: Learning and Instruction. Teachers College Press, 2006)    
"[T]here are significant limitations on any attempt to [teach vocabulary] by focusing on 
context alone. First, of all there are the limitations stemming from the uninformative nature of 
many contexts. Also, we are not convinced that teaching students detailed information about 
types of context clues (e.g., appositives) is an effective use of instructional time." (S. A. Stahl 
and W.E. Nagy, Teaching Word Meanings. Routledge, 2006)    

"Research based on the naturally occurring prose of novels, magazines, and textbooks strongly 
suggests that context clues are not nearly as useful for decoding unfamiliar words as has 
traditionally been assumed (Schatz & Baldwin, 1986). Rather, both definitional and contextual 
information are crucial for learning new vocabulary along with multiple encounters with new 
words (Graves & Watts-Taffe, 2002)." (John E. Readence, Thomas W. Bean, and R. Scott 
Baldwin, Content Area Literacy: An Integrated Approach. Kendall/Hunt, 2004) 
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3.  Confusing – no reference point (see comments italic) 
 
Select the sentence from the text that best supports the conclusion that the clothing 
manufacturers have not been operating in an ecologically sustainable way. 
  

1. "Consider that Americans threw away an estimated 13.1 million pounds of clothing and 
textiles in 2010, or 5.3% of all solid wastes that made it into U.S. landfills that year 
(according to the EPA)." 
(how would students know whether or not this is sustainable or wasteful?) 

 
2. "Cotton is a very water-intensive crop that is typically grown with heavy application of 

insecticides; in fact, cotton accounts for more insecticide use than any other single crop in 
the world." 
(What are the other alternatives?) 

 
3. "A wide array of natural fibers—some old, some new—have become increasingly 

popular with consumers and manufacturers, including wool, silk, jute, corn, flax, and 
soy." 
(What is the information regarding the sustainability of these natural fibers?) 

 
4. "One clothing company recycles plastic soda bottles and makes them into winter parkas." 

(This is something students may understand, but they may be confused by the negative 
used in the question – have not vs. have.  They may think, “OK, this sounds ecologically 
sustainable – if they understand what this means.) 

 
4. Two-part questions in which successfully answering Part B requires having correctly 

answered Part A.  If Part A is wrong, so is Part B.   In second example, this is combined 
with lengthy portions text required to support Part A. 

 
This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A 
Based on the text, what conclusion can be drawn about the fashion industry? 
  

a. It causes less harm than other industries. 
 

b. It is likely to continue its non-eco-friendly practices. 
 

c. It changes when the attitudes of consumers change. 
 

d. It is likely to convince consumers to buy non-eco-friendly products. 
Part B 

Which sentence from the text best supports your answer for part A? 
  

a. “As the idea of living a sustainable lifestyle has become more widespread in recent years, 
consumers have begun to demand that the products they buy are produced in sustainable 
ways.” 
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b. “Consider that Americans threw away an estimated 13.1 million pounds of clothing and 

textiles in 2010, or 5.3% of all solid wastes that made it into U.S. landfills that year 
(according to the EPA).” 

 
c. “According to the Audubon Society, about 60% of the energy cost of a T-shirt comes 

from washing and drying it—and washing adds a water cost as well.” 
 

d. “Given this rush to capitalize on eco-fashion’s newfound popularity, consumers who seek 
true sustainability in the products they buy would do well to remember the old Latin 
phrase caveat emptor: let the buyer beware.” 

 
This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 
 
 Part A 
 Click on the statement that best describes what the use of the cotton t-shirt example shows about 
the fashion industry's attempt at becoming a sustainable industry. 
a. There is an increased cost in energy related to the cleaning of cotton products. 
b. There is more to a sustainable industry than just recycling; there is also production to 

consider. 
c. The fashion industry is already very sustainable; cotton use proves the industry presently 

uses natural fibers. 
d. The fashion industry must move away from natural fibers and toward man-made materials to 

be more sustainable. 
 
 Part B 
 Click on the sentences that best support your answer in part A. 
 But the environmental impact of clothing involves more than just where our used clothes end 
up. To calculate the true impact of, say, a cotton T-shirt, we must go back to the beginning: to 
the farm where the cotton was grown. Cotton is a very water-intensive crop that is typically 
grown with heavy application of insecticides; in fact, cotton accounts for more insecticide use 
than any other single crop in the world. Cotton that is grown in the U.S. is often shipped off to 
other countries, such as China and Honduras, where it is processed with chemicals and dyes 
before being made into our T-shirt. The completed shirt is then shipped back to America, where 
it is sold. While all that shipping back and forth uses up a lot of energy, shipping actually 
accounts for less than half of the energy that will eventually be used on that T-shirt over its 
lifetime. According to the Audubon Society, about 60% of the energy cost of a T-shirt comes 
from washing and drying it—and washing adds a water cost as well.   

Given this environmental impact, it’s easy to see why many consumers are bypassing cotton T-
shirts for clothing that is produced in more sustainable ways. And where consumer dollars have 
gone, clothing makers have followed. Many companies have started using organic cotton that is 
grown without pesticides or chemicals. Others use natural fibers that require less water than 
cotton, such as bamboo or hemp. A wide array of natural fibers—some old, some new—have 
become increasingly popular with consumers and manufacturers, including wool, silk, jute, corn, 
flax, and soy. 
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5.  Excessive number of choices, finitely detailed in differentiation 
 

How does the second paragraph about the solar stills add to the characterization of the narrator? 
Select all that apply. 
 
a. The solar stills demonstrate the narrator’s ingenuity. 
b. The solar stills prove that the narrator is destitute at sea. 
c. The solar stills represent the narrator’s concern for his material belongings. 
d. The solar stills show how important fresh water is to the characters’ survival. 
e. The solar stills show how hard the narrator works to be free from responsibility. 
 
A student is writing an article for her student newspaper about toe fungus. Read the draft of the 
article and answer the question that follows. 
 
Nail fungus can be a minor problem that can turn into an infection if not treated properly. Nail 
fungus can occur in one’s fingernail or toenail. They usually find their way into the body through 
a small crack in the nail. Nail fungi grow in warm, wet places such as a locker room where they 
can spread from person to person. Sometimes, people can develop a fungus if they wear warm 
socks to bed on a daily basis. If nails become thick, then an annoying fungus can stick to them. 
Home remedies include soaking the nail in a bowl of antiseptic mouthwash or apple cider 
vinegar. If home remedies do not help, making a doctor appointment is probably needed. The 
doctor will probably recommend a topical cream or oral medications. If an infection is left 
untreated, surgery may be required 
 
The author of the article wants to replace the two underlined words. Which two pairs of words 
best replace the underlined words to fit the author's intended purpose and audience? 
 
a. predicament, connect 
b. annoyance, attach 
c. irritation, adhere 
d. situation, join 
e. torment, link 
f. agony, clamp 
 
6.  Use of unfamiliar vocabulary (particularly for ELL and Sp Ed students). 
 
A student is writing a memoir for a class assignment. Read the draft from the memoir and 
complete the task that follows. 
  
The magnitude of the heat seemed overwhelming as I crawled among the flowers in my aunt's 
garden. 
My tedious task was to eliminate the invasive weeds that had overtaken the garden. 
The buzzing noise might not necessarily be from a menacing insect, as I had assumed, but 
rather from a hummingbird. 
As I started near the lilies, my mind began to drift to a different place and time until a loud 



	   6	  

buzzing noise jolted me back to the present. 
I began scouring the garden for the culprit that had startled me. 

From a distance I spotted a creature near a flower, and a thought occurred to me. 
Excitedly, I maintained my watch among the Columbine stalks. 
And then the smallest of birds appeared, glistening with iridescent emerald and silver. 
The hummingbird hovered above one blossom and then darted to the next. 

Miniscule in the scheme of the garden, it siphoned the sweet nectar before retreating to the 
shade of a tree. 

  
The underlined sentence is out of order and should be moved. Move the underlined sentence to 
another place in the narrative that would best maintain coherence. 
 
This book explores the cultural and demographic shifts that have affected car and pickup truck 
sales trends in the United States. 
 
7. Listening portion requires well -developed short-term memory, otherwise valuable time 

is lost going back to sift through sound bytes. 
 

8. Multi-text comparisons (well-developed short-term needed, background knowledge needed) 
The student wrote down some claims to use in his report. Look at the claims on the table. 
Determine if the information in the sources supports each claim. Click on the boxes that 
appropriately describe each claim. There may be more than one box selected for each claim and 
source. 
 
 Source 

1 
Source 

2 
Source 

3 
Claim 1: People are a major cause of furthering the growth 
of invasive species. 

   

Claim 2:  People can help prevent the spread of invasive 
species before they become too damaging to an ecosystem. 

   

Claim 3: When invasive species are introduced into an 
ecosystem, the species that belong in that ecosystem are 
harmed. 

   

Claim 4: Invasive species not only have a negative effect on 
the animals and plants in an environment, but they can also 
negatively affect the systems put in place for human use. 

   

 


