
SAT Assessment Analysis 
 
1. Use of excessively high text complexity with no research identifying average 

reading Lexile of junior level high school student. 
 

2. No research supporting SAT adequately addresses cognitive development and 
individual abilities of adolescents. 
 
There is no research stating, “fewer instances of finitely detailed, multi-process, 
evaluative questions will support changing cognitive needs for high school students.  
Scaffolding begins at simplistic level then increases in complexity.  This is very 
different than “fewer complicated questions” versus “increased number of 
complicated questions.” 

 
3. Analysis of subtle shifts in focus throughout course of entire passage, use of 

unfamiliar or multi-definition vocabulary (i.e. reservations) 
 

a. reservations a character has about a person he has just met to a growing appreciation 
that character has of the person’s worth. 

b. ambivalence a character feels about his sensitive nature to the character’s recognition 
of the advantages of having profound emotions. 

c. intensity of feeling a character has for another person to the character’s concern that 
that intensity is not reciprocated. 

d. value a character attaches to the wonders of the natural world to a rejection of that 
sort of beauty in favor of human artistry. 

 
4. Use of figurative language is difficult for ELL students 
 
In the context of the passage, the author’s use of the phrase “her light step flying to keep 
time with his long stride” (line 6) is primarily meant to convey the idea that 

a. Ethan and Mattie share a powerful enthusiasm. 
b. Mattie strives to match the speed at which Ethan works. 
c. Mattie and Ethan playfully compete with each other. 
d. Ethan walks at a pace that frustrates Mattie. 
 
5. SAT claims use of context clues, but none actually provided in text. 

 
The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and 
productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions. 
 
As used in line 64, “intense” most nearly means 
 
a. emotional 
b. concentrated 
c. brilliant 
d. determined 
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The sentence provided in passage should look like one of the following: 
 
DEFINITION: The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, 
innovation, and productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions since 
there will be a more development but only in certain locations. 
 
(This particular question is ridiculously confusing to students due to the juxtaposition of 
terms, “smaller” and “bigger.”) 
 
SYNONYM/ANTONYM: The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering 
of jobs, innovation, and productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-
regions, which is no longer balanced in number as in past years. 
 
EXAMPLE: The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, 
innovation, and productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions; for 
instance, they will grow on the east coast but will decrease in cities and city-regions in 
the west. 
 
RESTATEMENT: The coming decades will likely see more intense, or extreme, 
clustering of jobs, innovation, and productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and 
city-regions. 
 
Wallace J. Nichols tracked this epic journey with a satellite tag. 
 
As used in line 4, “tracked” most nearly means 
 
a. searched for 
b. traveled over 
c. followed 
d. hunted 
 
6. Dependence upon vocabulary and background knowledge rather than critical 

thinking skills in order to answer correctly. 
 
The passage most strongly suggests that Adelita used which of the following to navigate 
her 9,000-mile journey? 
a. The current of the North Atlantic gyre 
b. Cues from electromagnetic coils designed by Putman and Lohmann 
c. The inclination and intensity of Earth’s magnetic field 
d. A simulated “magnetic signature” configured by Lohmann 
 
The stance Jordan takes in the passage is best described as that of 
a. an idealist setting forth principles. 
b. an advocate seeking a compromise position. 
c. an observer striving for neutrality. 
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d. a scholar researching a historical controversy. 
(If I replaced words in red, bold with familiar vocabulary, my students could answer this 
question.) 
 
The main rhetorical effect of the series of three phrases beginning in line 6 (“the 
diminution, the subversion, the destruction”) is to 
a. convey with increasing intensity the seriousness of the threat Jordan sees to the 

Constitution. 
b. clarify that Jordan believes the Constitution was first weakened, then sabotaged, then 

broken. 
c. indicate that Jordan thinks the Constitution is prone to failure in three distinct ways. 
d. propose a three-part agenda for rescuing the Constitution from the current crisis. 

 
7. Lack of content appealing to visual and kinesthetic modalities.  The examples 

below contain visual details but no pictures are provided to help those students 
who process information better visually.   

 
Putman thinks that the turtles work out their position using two features of the Earth’s 
magnetic field that change over its surface. They can sense the field’s inclination, or the 
angle at which it dips towards the surface. At the poles, this angle is roughly 90 degrees 
and at the equator, it’s roughly zero degrees. They can also sense its intensity, which is 
strongest near the poles and weakest near the Equator. Different parts of the world have 
unique combinations of these two variables. Neither corresponds directly to either 
latitude or longitude, but together, they provide a “magnetic signature” that tells the turtle 
where it is. 

 
 

It can reasonably be inferred from the passage and graphic (above) that if scientists 
adjusted the coils to reverse the magnetic field simulating that in the East Atlantic (Cape 
Verde Islands), the hatchlings would most likely swim in which direction? 

8. Reliance on answer from previous question in order to answer another question 
(SAT representatives claimed they weren’t doing this.) 

 
Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question? 
 
9. Multi-text compare/contrast (SAT representatives claimed they weren’t doing this.) 
 
See passage for questions 20-24.  This isn’t necessarily bad; it should just be noted this is 
a more complicated skill and text should not be overly complex since what should be 
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measured is a student’s ability to compare varying points of view, not weed through 
frustrating text with which students have no familiarity. 
 
10. Reliance on information processing rather than introspective, original, creative 

and conceptual thought processes, which are sensory rather than memory-based.  
Rewiring the neural-activity of student brain through repetition of processing 
activities in limited and specific parts of the brain. 

 
Found in practice SAT: 
In a Science article published in early 2009, prominent developmental psychologist 
Patricia Greenfield reviewed more than 40 studies of the effects of various types of media 
on intelligence and learning ability. She concluded that “every medium develops some 
cognitive skills at the expense of others.” Our growing use of the Net and other screen-
based technologies, she wrote, has led to the “widespread and sophisticated development 
of visual-spatial skills.” But those gains go hand in hand with a weakening of our 
capacity for the kind of “deep processing” that underpins “mindful knowledge 
acquisition, inductive analysis, critical thinking, imagination, and reflection.” 
 
11. Use of quantitative assessment to measure qualitative data. 
Standardized assessments do not measure what they claim to measure.  Genius is 
achieved through visual, creative, conceptual-based thinking.  This would be the 
difference between receptive processing and expressive processing.  Standardized 
assessments do not measure expressive processing; therefore, they cannot assess student 
potential.  What goes in is important – but what is SIGNIFICANTLY more important is 
what comes out. 
 
 
 


